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Dissident  allowed  to  leave  Christian  churches 

China  for  study  in  America 


FINALLY  IN  U.S.  -  U  S.  Rup.  Chris  Smith  (left).  R.N.J.,  greeted  Chinese  human  rights 
advocate  Chen-  Guangcheng  upon  Chen's  arrival  in  the  United  States  on  May  19.  Smith 
has  been  a  longtime  supporter  of  the  man  he  considers  one  of  'the  bravest  defenders 
of  women's  rights  in  the  world.'  Chen  is  credited  with  exposing  China's  brutal  one-child 
policy  that  has  resulted  in  tens  of  millions  of  coerced  abortions  in  that  country.  (BP  photo) 


NEW  YORK  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  Chi¬ 
nese  human  right*  advocate  Chen  Guangcheng 
arrived  in  the  United  States  Saturday  (May  19) 
with  hi*  wife  and  two  children,  beginning  a 
new  chapter  of  freedom  despite  ongoing  con¬ 
cern  for  nia  family  in  China. 

With  little  notice.  Chen  boarded  a  plane  in 
Beijing  en  route  to  Newark  Liberty  Airport  in 
New  Jersey,  where  CNN  reported  be  armed  to 


JAKARTA,  Indonesia  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  The  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  hard-line  Islamic  governor  in  Indonesia’*  Aceh 
Province  in  early  April  appear*  to  have  opened  the  way  for  a 
crackdown  on  the  minority  Christian  community,  which  saw 
17  churches  sealed  shut  in  eariy  May. 

The  province  was  the  scene  of  a  major  disaster  relief  and 
recovery  effort  by  Mississippi  Baptists  after  a  devastating 
earthquake  and  tsunami  in  2004. 

Emboldened  tty  the  election  of  Zaini  Abdullah  of  the  mili- 
Aceh  Party  (Partai  Aceh,  or  PA),  hundreds  of  Islamists 


little  fanfare  after  the  U.S.  State  Department 
prohibited  public  and  media  access. 

Chen  spoke  hours  later  to  numerous  re¬ 
porters  and  onlookers  at  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  he  hss  been  granted  a  fellowship 
to  study  law.  There,  Chen  indicated  through 
a  translator  that  he  had  received  partial  U5. 
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Margaret  Lackey  plaque  dedicated  at  Pilgrim’s  Rest 
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passage  from  the  Old  Testament  book  Leviiiciw  2o:i 
of  Levrticue  that  condemned  homosexu-  ,Wh  threats 
aiity  and  called  far  those  who  practice  it  ,n- ridiculoui 
to  be  put  to  death?  Of  course  you  did,  all  place  in  decel 
over  the  mainstream  new*  media.  nrTinnnhlin 

.  controversial 

term  state  rroresentauive  and  mem-  ^  •»  *  - 

berof  First  2Corch.Mi^e,  drew  fire  ThisciAun 

fromacfOT.  the  country  when  burned  fcfrwalui. 


the  church  is  the  protection  and  preserva¬ 
tion  of  rooms,  furniture,  and  other  visible 
parts  of  the  church's  buildings  and  grounds. 

•  Program  driven.  Every  church  has 
programs,  even  if  they  don  t  admit  it  When 
we  stan  doing  a  ministry  a  certain  way,  it 
takes  on  programmatic  status.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  not  with  programs.  The  problem 


rriatio.  IS  for  unnatural  ana.  The  main  <F“**Scripture  on  las  private 
in  the  some  unu  oho  M  natural  rsto-  page,  however,  and  k  B  manul 

rions  with  females  ana  were  inflamed  uEoanahonalmnyfardeys. 

in  then- >>ut Jbr  one  another,  tiaies  SteoeM^.^toemdtnmm  i 

committed  shameless  acts  with  males  metfa  are  oraMsiMy  moniton 

and  received  in  their  cum  persons  the  media  and  other  modem  pub! 

appropriate  penalty  of  their  error.  And  fa  awinenta  and  actions  byi 
bea.  me  they  did  not  thbJc  it  worth-  Qiriniana  can  be  ridfauled  an 

while  tuudatou  htigr  God,  God  debit-  albed.  That  is  obvious 

ered  them  over  to  a  wocthitm  rmnd  Id  ThinUy,Weomn  uaecauti 

do  what  m  morally  wrong.  MidginaBe^wiadoim  when  ua 

Thefirst  half  of  Leviticus  20: 13  in  we  have  *  our  cfansal  today, 

HCSB  states  forthrightly  c.v nigh:  keenufanmnd  that  then-  an 


Becoming  preoccupied 
with  ourselves  in  church 

Guest  opinion 

with  Thom  S.  Rainer 


_ ,, _ _ _ ■  focused  on  the 

demands  of  those  inside  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  When  that  happens,  the  churcn  has 
become  inwardly  obsessed  It  is  no  longer 
a  Great  Commission  congregation. 

In  my  research  of  and  consultation  with 
churches,  I  have  kept  a  checklist  cf  patuntiaJ 

inward  obsession.  NodmrehKpa?«t- 
Most  churches  wiB  demonstrate  one  or  two 
of  these  signs  for  a  seasor,  but  the  real  dan 

S  comes  when  a  church  begins  to  manifest 
*  or  more  of  these  warning  signs  for  an 
extended  peried 

•  Worship  wars.  One  or  more  factions  in 
the  church  want  the  music  just  the  way  they 
Bke  it  Any  deviation  is  met  with  anger  and 
demands  far  change.  The  order  cf  service 
must  remain  constant  Certain  instrumenta¬ 
tion  is  required  while  others  are  prohibited 

•  Prolonged  mmutia  meetings.  The 
church  spends  an  inordinate  amount  of 
time  in  different  meetings.  Most  of  the 
meetings  deal  with  inconsequential  items, 
while  'fie  Great  Commission  and  Great 
Commandment  rarely  are  discussed 

«  Facility  focus.  Oiurch  facilities  develop 

iconic  status.  Oae  of  fewhtehcat  priorities  in 


end  instead  of  a  means  to  greater  ministry. 

•  Inwardly  focused  budget.  A  dispro¬ 
portionate  share  of  the  budget  is  used 
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to  meet  the  needs  and  comforts  of  the 
members  instead  of  reaching  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  church. 

•  Inordinate  demandsfar  pastoral  care. 
AD  church  members  deserve  care  and  con¬ 
cern,  especially  in  times  of  need  and  crisis. 
Problems  develop,  however,  when  church 
members  have  unreasonable  expectations 
for  even  minor  matters.  Some  members  ex¬ 
pect  the  pastoral  staff  Id  visit  them  regularly 
merely  because  they  are  mambeis. 

•  Attitudes  cf  entitlement.  This  issue 
could  be  a  catcn-afl  far  many  of  the  points 
named  here.  The  overarching  attitude  is  one 
cf  demanding  and  having  a  sense  cf  deserv¬ 
ing  special  treatment. 

_  fill: 

•  Greater  concern  about  change  than 
thf  Gospel.  AH  ^t  any  noticeable  changes 
in  the  church  evoke  the  ire  of  many,  but 
such  passions  are  lacking  regarding  the 
work  of  the  Gospel  to  change  lives. 


•  Anger  amdh 


j.  Members  are  000 
W  expressing  bonuljn 
lather  members. 


•  Evangelistic  apathy.  Very  few 
members  share  their  faith  on  a  regular 
basis.  More  are  concerned  about  their  . 

own  needs  rather  than  the  greatest  eternal 

needs  of  the  world  and  community  in 
winch  they  live. 

My  list  is  not  exhaustive.  Add  items  and 
join  the  discussion  at  TbomKainer  .  corn 

Rainer  is  president  af  UfeWay  Christian 
Resources  cf  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  This  cohmm  first  appeared  an  his  web¬ 
site,  ThomRainer.com,  and  appears  hire 
cairtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


When  Christians  make  news 

Perhaps  you  missed  the  latest  musi-  They  must  be  put  to  death;  their 

cal  release  from  the  death  metal  band  blood  non  their  oum  hands. 

Dfapde  entitled,  "KiD  the  Christians,' 

which  contains  anti-Christian  lyrics  The  uproar  went  on  far  days.  The 

Buffington  Post,  an  Internet  site  that 
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Smart  phones  get  smarter 
with  high-tech  Bible  study 


Lawsuits  fly  across  U.S. 
in  fight  against  Obama  - 
contraceptive  mandate 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  take  the  administration's  side. 
Forty-three  Catholic  groups  ‘Nothing  is  a  sure  thing, 
filed  12  lawsuits  against  the  but  the  most  likely  way  to  get 
federal  government  on  May  an  issue  before  the  Supreme 
2t,  the  largest  number  so  far  Court  is  to  have  a  lot  of  higfe- 
ofcoordmated  actions  against  profile  cases  coming  down 
the  Obamas  administrations  in  the  different  cjrcuiu  with 
contraceptive  mandate,  different  results,’  said  Brad 

op^s  Se  mandate  ”  no 

secret,  but  the  breadth  of  the  vireinU  R,J^h  f  U  ’ 
lawsuits  drew  attention.  Not  Vll*8,nia  Beach,  Va. 
only  did  the  prominent  arch-  If  regional  courts  ruled 
diocese  of  Washington,  D.C..  ***iMt  the  contraceptive 
headed  by  Cardinal  Donald  m*ndate  that  would  art 
Wuerl,  file  a  lawsuit,  but  so  change  the  law  for  the  rest  of 
did  social  arms  like  Catho-  the  country,  which  is  the  ma¬ 
lic  Charities,  which  has  sided  son  for  the  push  for  it  to  go  be- 
with  the  Obama  administra-  fore  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
tion  on  past  issues  related  to  All  of  the  plaintiffs  are  wait- 
the  budget  such  as  cutting  ing  for  the  Supreme  Court  to 
defense  and  preserving  social  issue  its  ruling  on  the  broader 
programs.  health  care  law,  an  opinion 

The  Univereity  of  Notre  the  justices  will  likely  publish 

Dame,  huku  in  a 

President  Obama 


Dame,  which  in  2009  invited 
President  Obama  to  receive 
an  honorary  degree  and  speak 
at  commencement,  also  filed 
a  lawsuit  against  the  admin¬ 
istration.  Separately,  two  col¬ 
leges  announced  in  May  that 
they  would  be  ending  their 
student  health  plans  because 
of  the  mandate. 

The  federal  government 
now  faces  23  lawsuits  in  15 
states  over  the  abortion/con¬ 
traceptive  mandate.  Many  of  -  -  — 

the  plaintiffs  are  Catholic,  but  American  Religious  Freedom 
three  of  the  plaintiffs  are  de-  Program's  conference.  The 
vout  business  owners.  Three  conference  included  people 
are  evangelical  groups,  indud-  like  Robert  George,  the  Crtoo- 
ing  colleges  such  as  Colorado  lie  professor  of  jurisprudent*- 
Christian  University.  Seven  at  Princeton  Universtty;  Han- 
states  —  Nebraska,  South  nah  Smith,  senior  counaei 
Carolina,  Michigan,  Texas,  Becket  Fund;  fonmr 

Florida.  Ohio  and  Oklahoma  He,jth  >nd  Human  Service* 
-also  have  filed  suit.  Secretary  Michael  Leavht; 

Under  the  mandate,  all  DoMld  7Und  o(  New  York 

Presbyterian  Hospital;  a^ 
tions  asP preventive  services  Timothy  George,  dean  of  Bee- 
without  cost  to  employees.  aonDivinity.School 
TTiis  includes  contraceptives,  The  abortion/contraceptive 
as  defined  by  the  federal  gov-  mandate  came  up  again  ni 
eminent,  that  can  cause  abor  again  at  the  conference.  Ooe 
tions  of  tiny  embryos.  The  session  was  titled,  Unpree- 
mandate  has  a  religious  ex-  edented  Threats  to  American 
emption  that  critics  find  woe-  Religious  Freedom  and  Righto 
fully  inadequate.  of  Conscience,  while  another 

The  Bechet  Fund,  repre-  was  called,  Legislative  Action 
senting  several  of  the  plain-  to  Constrain  Overreaching  Of- 
tiffs,  has  compiled  a  list  of  the  ficials. 

lawsuits  and  links  to  the  court  state  legislators  were  in  the 
documents:  http:/^www.  audience  and  taking  notes  as 

besketfund.org/hhsinforma-  they  are  trying  to  carve  reli- 
tioncentral/  gious  exemptions  into  their 

.«L*.’7fwr,o^r,tbeSe  pla‘?'  own  health  insurance  laws. 
P^re^SEj'JSrrtret  0ne  Anzon*  l«*i*l«tor  asked 
egizing  by  filing  lawsuits  in  ‘bout  forming  a  network  for 
different  district*  across  the  state  legislators  on  the  issue, 
country,  so  as  not  to  ‘put  all  whieh,  organizers  said  was 
of  their  eggs  in  one  basket,"  Part  of  the  design  of  the  con- 
but  none  of  the  suits  have  ference. 
been  filed  in  the  states  under  If  the  mandate  moves  for 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  9th  U.S.  ward  without  delay,  it  will  go 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  a  into  effect  for  most  religioas 
circuit  that  would  most  likely  groups  in  August  2013. 


Among  the  51  principles  Getz  has  noted, 
for  example,  in  LuVe:  A  Witness  in  the  World 
—  Luke  10:1-24;  Obedience:  Luke  11:27-28; 
Persistent  Prayer:  Luke  18: 1-8. 

To  start  at  the  very  beginning,  Getz  lists 
70  principles  from  the  Old  Testament  book  of 
Genesis,  with  Chosen  in  Christ  —  Genesis  1:1- 
25  as  the  very  first  principle  in  the  Bible. 

‘All  Scripture  is  inspired  by  God,  quoting 
2  Timothy  3,'  Gen  said.  The  Word  of  God  is 
the  means  of  spiritual  growth;  it’s  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  spiritual  growth.’ 

Living  in  the  will  of  God,  from  Romans  12, 
is  the  most  important  principle  to  him,  Getz 
said,  ‘because  of  what  God  has  done  for  us. 
Ephesians  4  [Walking  Worthy]  is  similar. 
These  are  the  top  principles  for  Believers.  For 
unbelievers,  [the  most  important  principles] 
have  to  do  with  salvation. 

The  Bible  virtually  teaches  itself.  [The  Life 
Essentials  Study  Bible}  comes  out  of  my  years 
of  experience  as  a  teacher,  professor  ana  pas¬ 
tor.  You  can  see  the  pedagogical  principles. 
It's  like  a  built-in  curriculum,  a  plan  of  study.’ 

Highlighted  blue  text  in  the  Life  Essentials 
Study  Bible  relays  Getz's  support  for  the  prin¬ 
ciples  he  identifies.  Then,  you  can  scan  the 
Qk  code,  and  now  you  have  Dr.  Getz  expand¬ 
ing  on  that  principle.  It's  another  way  of  rein- 
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Just  for  the  Record 


EDWARDS  CHURCH.  EDWARDS, 

presented  nterim  pastor  John  G.  Mc¬ 
Call  (center)  with  a  certificate  of  appre¬ 
ciation  for  serving  the  church  for  over 
nine  years.  Joining  in  the  presenta¬ 
tion  were  McCall's  wife  Vicki  (left)  and 
Duane  Laird,  chairman  of  deacons. 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH,  MOR¬ 
TON,  recently  recognized  Carolyn 
Byrd  for  40  years  as  church  treasurer. 
Pictured  are  Byrd  (left)  and  pastor  Paul 
Smith. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO,  honored  high  school  and  college 
graduates  on  May  13.  Pictured  are  graduates. 


the  church  goal  of  J660 


PHILADELPHIA  CHURCH.  ETTA,  recently  recognized  Bubba  (left)  and 

Lizzi  Higgins  for  their  participation  in  the  2012  Bible  Drills. 


EBENEZER  CHURCH.  BASSEIELD,  held  baby  dedication  on  May  13  for  Sarah 
Grace  Sappington.  Pictured  are  siblings  Dustm,  taken,  and  Braider,  along  with  per 
ents  Jared  and  Marti.  "  * 


SUNRISE  CHURCH,  PETAL,  honored  their  mothers  on  May  5  prior  to  Mother  s 
day  with  a  tea  party.  Guest  speaker  was  Katrina  Gamer. 
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PUIKIA  this  estraordinary  family  with  open 

UrillMM  arms,”  Smith  said. 

com.  from  p.  1  Bob  Fu,  president  of  the  Texas- 

based  China  Aid  Association  and  a 
citizenship  rights,  CNN  said,  and  he  Christian  Chinese  pastor  in  exile,  re¬ 
asked  people  to  help  him  'promote  ceived  a  phone  call  from  Chen  just 
justice  ana  fairness  in  China.  after  Chinese  authorities  told  him  to 

He  expressed  mixed  feelings  about  pack  for  travel  to  die  U.S. 
seeking  refuge  in  the  United  States,  “We  are  happy  for  Chen  and  his 
CNN  said,  because  of  unfinished  busi-  family,”  Fu  said  after  the  call.  "This 
ness  in  his  home  country.  is  a  great  day  for  freedom  fighters. 

The  40-year-old  self-trained  law-  This  further  proves  that  constructive 
yer,  blind  since  childhood,  was  im-  dialogue  with  international  pressure 
prisoned  and  placed  under  house  ar-  can- surely  produce  concrete  positive 
rest  for  exposing  the  barbaric  nature  results.  We  pray  for  bis  family’s  safe 
of  China’s  one-child  policy.  In  one  journey.” 

of  the  me st  tragic  examples  Chen  Fu's  organization  has  claimed  to  be 
had  helped  uncover,  the  govern-  in  possession  of  documentation  that 
ment  forced  a  woman  who  was  sever,  Chinese  authorities  plan  to  eliminate 
months  pregnant  to  have  an  abortion  the  Christian  church  in  China  within 
and  forcibly  sterilized  her,  LifeNews.  ten  years. 

com  reported.  Chen  has  two  children,  a  son  and  a 

U.S.  Rep.  Chris  Smith,  R.-NJ.,  a  daughter.  Certain  disabled  persons, 
longtime  champion  of  Chen’s  cause,  including  the  blind,  are  allowed  to 
met  with  him  upon  Chen’s  arrival  in  have  a  second  child  in  China,  despite 
New  Jersey.  the  one-child  policy. 

“After  years  of  enduring  physi-  Chen,  his  children,  and  “equally  he- 
cal  and  psychological  torture,  im-  roic  wife’  will  get  to  rest,  recuperate 
prisonment  and  hate,  the  man,  Chen  and  recover  in  New  York,  Smith  said, 
Guangcheng,  who  defended  Chinese  adding  that  the  children  can  begin  the 
women  from  the  crime  of  forced  abor-  process  of  “healing  from  emotional 
tion,  is  finally  free.  America  welcomes  trauma  no  child  should  ever  endure.’ 


houses  of  worship,  Lingga  said 

The  next  day,  May  3,  more 
churches  were  sealed,  including 
the  GKPPD  churches  in  Siatas. 
SiOmpin  and  Mandumpang. 

Indonesia’s  Aceh  Prov¬ 
ince  suffered  massive  loss  of 
life  and  destruction  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  tsunami  in  late 
2004.  The  region,  according 
to  some  scholars,  is  where 
Islam  fiTSt  gained  a  foothold 
in  Indonesia  in  the  1600s. 


On  May  2,  Lingga  and  an¬ 
other  minister,  Erae  Berutu. 
along  with  some  members 
from  a  GKPPD  church  Siatas, 
met  with  Acting  Regent  H. 
Razali,  who  said  the  eventual 
destruction  of  the  church 
buildings  was  “not  open  to 
question,'  Lingga  recounted. 

The  regent  told  them  that 
he  was  not  trying  to  destroy 
churches  but  enforce  rules 
regarding  the  construction  of 


would  be  formed  to  demolish 
them  if  thev  failed  to  do  so, 
Lingga  said,  adding  that  the 
mobreceived  this  suggestion 
by  clapping  their  hands. 

When  the  enforcement 
teJm  along  with  Muslim 
demonstrators  went  to  the 
GKPPD  church  in  Siatas  the 
next  day,  however,  dozens 
of  wailing  women  met  them, 
and  one  woman  fainted  dur¬ 
ing  the  protest,  Lingga  said: 

Encountering  this  resis¬ 
tance.  the  team  relented  and 
ordered  church  elders  to  meet 
with  the  regent  on  May  2- 

The  enforcement  team 
then  went  to  Paris  Lake 
district,  where  they  were 
able  to  close  three  churches: 
the  Biskang  GKPPD  church 
in  Napagaluh,  the  Biskang 
Catholic  church  in  Napaga¬ 
luh.  and  the  Catholic  church 
in  Sikoran. 


even  though  we  have  put  forth 
our  maximal  efforts.* 

The  church  closures,  which 
took  place  May  1-3,  included 
three  Catholic  buildings,  one 
Huria  Kristen  Indonesia  (In¬ 
donesian  Christian  Church, 
or  HKI),  and  two  chapels. 

Police  accompanied  by 
demonstrators,  who  were 
reportedly  organized  by  the 
hard-line  Islamic  Defenders 
Front,  sealed  the  churches, 
reportedly  padlocking  the 
front  gate  and  posting  a  sign 
stating,  ‘In  3  x  24  hours,  the 


ACEH 

COM  from  p.  1 

chief,  who  said  that  the  time 
for  dialog  was  past  —  all  he 
wanted  was  a  schedule  of  the 
church  demolitions,"  Lingga 
said.  “It’s  not  that  Christians 
do  not  want  to  apply  for 
permits,  out  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  secure  permission 


Bible  Drills 


down  this  church  building.* 
Aceh  Singkil  Police  Chief 
Bam  bang  Syafrianto,  after 
listening  to  the  demonstra¬ 
tors  on 


_ w _ 30,  had  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Christians  be 
given  three  days  to  tear  down 
their  church  buildings,  and 
that  an  enforcement  team 


OOWEL  CONVENT**  JUNE  7-STH  ARKANSAS  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME 
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9ti  (1230pnv11pm,  PMys  BNfcBWmv  ESTMATES  Oms  UpHoNMry  Outnm 
ftdm  otan  Schema  Mw»MSOCA.oom  »**,  phon*  60'  nMB'7 
TMM  Cordaa  Sal  9»M  egaw  anay  Mt  Fa  eiiwfi  rj  isshwk^  imc  m  M. 
TUMt  HooMN  Boot*  CM601-WM343 

FOR  SALE  OPTOMA  HO  FRONT  FRQEC  /scr  wc  mar  aim  mt  ww, 

TOR.  BENQ  HO  FRONT  PROJECTOR  AND  A 
PUU  OOMStmoe  SCREEN.  AIxarMY 
good  condaon  Pima  601-324-5618 
OATUNBURG  RENTALS  Cade  MQ*»N 
and  CoMd  S70Mto  Contact  832  822  0401  ~ 

Of  Emat  pdw«7weg»n*  ta  rtoimatan  ™ 


CLARK  ESTATE 
Ma  Saws  E«par»' 
14  dap  Nona*  - 

M  601  317  2536 


FIRST  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  recently  recognized 
State  Youth  Bible  Drillers  (top  photo,  from  left)  Amelia  Henson, 
Madison  Alford,  Courtney  Smith,  and  Calvin  Prince,  along  with 
Children  Bible  Drillers  (bottom  photo,  from  left)  Callie  Prince. 
Ian  Edwards,  Casey  Hight,  and  Zoie  Henson 
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"Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning 
and  every  one  of  thy  righteous  judg¬ 
ments  endureth  fbrever'TPs.  119:160) 
1  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  there 
are  many  people  in  our  world  today 
that  do  not  accept  the  Word  of  God  as 
truthful.  They  do  not  believe  the  Bible 
is  the  Word  of  God,  but  that  does  not 
change  the  fact  that  it  is  God’s  true 
unmistakable,  and  accurate  Word 
guarding  us  from  wrong  and  pointing 


and  if  it  is 
keterthey 


us  to  right.  In  our  world  that  seeks  to 
accept  all  religions  as  equal  and  the  Bi¬ 
ble  as  just  another  religious  book  that 
people  bold  on  to,  the  reality  is  that 
it  stands  alone  as  the  true  Word  from 
God.  Paul  expressed  this  in  the  book 
of  Romans,  'Let  God  be  true,  and  ev¬ 
ery  man  a  liar*  (Rom.  3:4).  The  Word 


I  Ain’t  No  Brain  Surgeon 


* 


I  i  n  I  h  is  not  i  i'l.ilivt 


im 


ACKERMAN  CHURCH.  ACKERMAN  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers:  Hayes  Wood,  Hales  Wood.  Michelle  Parker,  leader,  and 
Alieon  Hulett. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  WAYNESBORO,  recognizee  its  Bible 
drillers,  leader  Benina  Bonner.  Dane  Dees,  Darren  Hartley,  Tyler 


inf  and  revival,  June  3 
-  6;  San.,  11  sjn.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  old- 
foshioned  singing g  Mon. 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Perry  Irvin, 
speaker,  Irvin  BrotUcta, 


SALEM  CHURCH,  LEAKE  COUNTY,  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers:  AHyson  Crocker,  Anna  Vowed,  Candiece  Barrett,  and 
Jasmine  McCaughn. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  CALHOUN  CITY,  recognizes  its  children's 
and  youth  Bible  drillers.  Jim  and  Rita  Cole,  leaders:  Wayne  Gul- 
lett,  transitional  pastor. 


LEMOYNE  CHURCH,  BILOXI,  recognizes  its  youth  Bible 
drillers:  Brittany  Thompson,  Tiffany  Patt,  Andrew  McNair,  and 
Denise  King. 
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College  News 

Emily  Fokeladeh. 


German 
language  instructor  at  Paia- 
siaaippi  CoMega  tMC)  in  Clin¬ 
ton  for  39  years,  has  been 
chosen  as  the  university's 
Distinguished  Professor  of 
the  Year.  A  1961  Clinton  High 
School  graduate,  Fokeladeh 
holds  degrees  from  MC  and 
the  University  of  Mississippi 
in  Oxford,  and  also  studied  as 
a  Fulbright  Scholar  in  AustriY 


>  Murphy  Creek  Church,  Winston  Associa¬ 
tion:  June  11  -  15, 5:30  -  8:30  p.m.,  preschool 
-  12  grade;  supper  served  each  evening;  for 
more  information,  call  (662)  803-5994. 


*•  Steep  Hollow  Church,  PoolarviHe:  June 

11  -  15,  6  -  9  p.m.;  for  more  information,  call 
(601)  795-4638. 

►  Belle  Fountain  Church,  Ocean  Springs: 

June  11  -  15,  8:30  a.m.  -  noon;  kindergarten 
-  5th  grade;  for  registration  infonnatiou,  call 
(228)  875-2973- 


Submission  Guidelines  \ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 

photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperatingchurch- 

es  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Baptist  Record  must  be  ei¬ 
ther  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper,  or 
(c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized  forms  provided  by  the  newspaper. 

All  articles  must  oe  received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  thf*  tRlRnhnnn 


Each  year  Mississippi  College  holds  a  reception  in  honor  of  its 
nearly  500  faculty  and  staff  members  for  their  dedicated  ser¬ 
vice  and  support  During  the  program  held  recently  in  Anderson 
Hall,  special  recognition  was  given  by  the  university  to  its  retir¬ 
ees  and  also  to  current  employees  who's  tenure  marked  a  mile¬ 
stone  year  in  2012.  Employees  receiving  their  35-year  service 
award:  Martha  Wanda  Mosley.  Clinton.  Assist.  Dirsctor.  Learn 
Canter;  Cynthia  S.  Hampton,  Jackson  (39209). 
Trainer/Help  Desk  Coordinator.  Computer  Services:  Ronald  W 
Howard.  Clinton,  Vice  President  for  Academic  Affairs  and  Prof. 
Dept,  of  History  8i  Political  Science,  and  Hattie  M.  Cavett.  Clin¬ 
ton.  Housekeeper.  Physical  Plant 


must  be  contained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Due 
to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text  *• 

attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments  are  permit 
sible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what,  when,  wrier 
details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s  address  and  tele- 


awsrd:  Jacqueline  G.  Jones,  Jackson  (39202),  Associate  Prof 
olAorounung,  School  of  Business.  Frank  E.  Hood.  Bolton.  Prof.. 
School  of  Busmen,  and  Bonnie  Jean  Hawkins.  Forest.  Manager 
NOT  PKnUREDr  Masie  B  mSgS^ 
Phy*a"  Ptont;  Bw,n*  C  Clinton, 

£££(  Pte^  Wa  M.  Spann,  Bolton,  Housekeeper. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


A  group  from  GRANDVIEW  CH'JRCH.  PEARL,  have  been  making  sleep¬ 
ing  matt  for  the  homeless  using  plastic  shopping  bags  Each  mat  was  mad' 
from  900  bags.  _  _ _ _ 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  CLEVELAND,  held  a  senior  graduation  reception 
May  20  for  Alana  Lynn  Raper  and  Michael  Baron  Robinson  (shown). 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHfTTO,  honored  all  mothers  on  Mother's 
Day.  Shown  are  Kari  Gill,  youngest  mother.  Shirley  Grice,  oldest  mother  with 
most  chiidrsn  present;  Helen  Richardson,  oldest  mother;  and  Leanne  Doug 
las,  youngest  mother  with  most  children  present  _ 


The  WMU  of  LUDLOfW  CHURCH,  LUDLOW,  presented  Easter  baskets  to 
the  widows  and  widowers  of  the  community.  Shown  are  Audio  Lawson, 
Mary  Campbell,  Wanda  Fiahugh.  Pat  McKenna,  Amber  McKenzie.  Sylvia 


FIRST  CHURCH.  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  held  its  RA/GA  recognition  service 


JUNIPER  GROVE  CHURCH,  PEARL  RIVER  ASSOCIATION,  hosted  > 

a  GAMM  where  48  girts  and  leaders  from  11  churches  learned  about  Margaret 

NEW  FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH.  JASPER,  honored  graduating  seni  or*  May 
20.  Shown  areTrevorWyllon,  Dakota  Griffin,  Chris  Fykas,  and  Dustin  1  (arris. 

Lackey,  Annie  Armstrong,  and  Lottie  Moon.  Several  BSU  ladies  told  them  about 
people  in  London. The  girts  enjoyed  high  tee  and  parked  80  hygiene  bags  to  use 
at  Friendship  House  and  46  bags  for  a  women’s  shelter  on  the  Gulf  Coast  The  of¬ 
fering  of  $166  was  given  to  the  Pearl  River  Community  College  BSU  for  their  trip 

|  to  London  this  summer. 

<  .  t\r  T 
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May  9,  beginning  with  recognition  of  their  Mission  Friends.  Approximately 
20  RA  boys  and  26  GA  girls  received  badges  and  certificates. 


Pro-abortion  support  in  U.S.  at  dll-time  low  in 

*?2££Vl£iLjgS?Z 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  •  Americans 
who  consider  themselves  pro-choice  on 
abortion  are  at  a  record  low,  according  to 
a  new  Gallup  public  opinion  poll. 

Forty-one  percent  of  Americans  iden¬ 
tify  themselves  as  pro-choice  •  marking 
a  drop  of  six  percent  since  July  and  the 
lowest  percentage  since  Gallup  began 
asking  the  public  in  1995  to  •dftderrify 
as  pro-choice  or  pro-life.  The  Gallup  or¬ 
ganization  reported  the  dramatic  down- 
turn  for  pro-choice  advocates  on  May  23. 

The  same  survey  showed  50%  of 
Americans  identify  themselves  as  pro¬ 
life,  one  point  less  than  the  record  high, 
which  was  set  in  May  2009.  The  previous 
low  of  42%  for  pro-choicers  also  came  in 
the  2009  poll. 

Pro-life  leaders  expressed  no  amaze¬ 
ment  at  the  trend  —  which  was  demon¬ 
strated  among  Republicans,  Democrats, 
and  independents. 

"This  is  not  just  an  American  phenom¬ 
enon  '  Mid  C.  Ben  Mitchell,  professor  of 
moral  philosophy  at  Union  Universit)  in 


Tennessee.  “Now  that  imaging  technolo¬ 
gies  offer  us  a  clearer  picture  of  what's 
happening  in  the  womb,  it  is  increasingly 
difficult  to  dehumanize  the  unborn  per¬ 
son  in  a  mother’s  body. 

“Eren  in  our  fallen,  fragile  world,  hu¬ 
man  life  in  all  its  stages  gives  testimony 
to  the  image  of  God,’  said  Mitchell,  a 
longtime  consultant  with  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  Ethics  ft  Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Nashville. 

Marjorie  Darnenfelser,  president  of 
the  Susan  B.  Anthony  List  pro-life  orga- 
nixahon,  said  in  a  written  statement, ^It 
comes  as  np  surprise  that  more  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  shedding  the  'pro-choice'  label 
as  they  come  to  terms  with  what  is  really 
meant  by  this  hollow  branding. 

"The  big  [be  that]  ‘abortion  liberates’ 
...  and  those  who  promulgate  it  are  be¬ 
coming  unmasked,  Dannenfelser  said. 

In  the  breakdown  by  political  identifi¬ 
cation,  the  poll  showed: 

•  Independents  identifying  as  pro- 
choice  dropper’  May  2QH  from  51* 


•  Republicans  pro-chokers  fell  in  the 
last  year  from  28%  to  22%,  while  pro¬ 
lifers  grew  from  68%  to  72%. 

•  Democrats  idc— tifying  as  pro-choice 
decreased  in  the  last  12  months  from  68% 
to  58%,  while  those  considering  themselves 
pro-life  increased  from  27%  to  34%. 

While  the  survey  demonstrated  a 
noteworthy  shift  in  Americans’  self- 
identification  as  pro-life  or  pro-choice, 
it  showed  little  change  on  the  questions 
of  die  morality  and  legality  of  abortion, 
Gallup  reported.  The  survey  found: 

•  51%  say  abortion  is  ‘morally  wrong,’ 
the  same  as  in  May  2011,  aud  38%  My  it 
is  ’morally  acceptable,’  one  point  less 
than  last  year. 

.  *52%  My  abortion  should  be  legal 
’only  under  circumstances,’  a  two-point 
increase  in  the  last  year,  while  25%  say  it 
should  be  legal  "under  any  circumstanc¬ 
es’ and  20%  mv  it  should  be  illegal ‘in  all 

circumstances 


i  Am 


prolife 


enkhation 


Just  for  the  Record 


PRO-UFE  RISING  -  A  new  Gallup 
poll  announced  May  23  indicates  sup¬ 
port  for  abortion  among  Americans 
is  at  an  all-time  low,  providing  good 
news  to  pro-life  marchers  during  a 
recent  Washington  rally.  (BP  photo) 


Rre  Chw  SWneV  Johnson, 

_ U  '  Dratr,ct  Rr*  ChMrf  Kenneth  R.  Swayzer.  and  Jim  Schimpf. 


Out  Center  in  Inez,  Ky..  for  their  VBS.  Ruth  Hill,  coordinate?^  F.ir^Sor 
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NIV).  Because  of  the  Lord’s  guaranteed  His  obedience  was  based  on  God’s  promise, 

presence  in  the  leadership  venture.  Josh-  He  assured  the  people  the  Lord  was  giving 
ua  was  commanded  to  smog  and  oou-  the  land  to  them  to  be  their  own  (1:11). 
raaeous*  (1:6,7, 9,  NIV).  Jouhua  no  doubt  4.  Receive  Affirmation 

fierft  weak  and  inadequate  to  fill  Moses'  (Josh.  1:16-18) 

sandals.  However,  Moses  had  experienced  Joshua  was  probably  surprised  by  the 

the  same  sense  of  inadequacy  when  God  obedient  response  of  the  people.  They 
called  him  (Exod  3-4).  Tne  secret  to  ser-  pledged  to  do  whatever  he  commanded 
vant  leadership  is  dependence  upon  God’s  diem  and  to  go  wherever  he  9ent  them 
promise  (1:16).  They  pledged  themselves  to  Joshua 

and  upon  to  the  same  extent  they  had  to  Moses.  In  the 

His  pres-  people’s  eyes  their  new  leader  was  as  im- 

ence.  Do  portant  as  the  one  th<a  had  revered  for  the 

1  1  n-1 1  vou  trust  prev:  ius  40  years.  They  even  threatened 

Inrp  thp  RlhiP  the  Lord  the  harshest  judgment  on  anyone  refusing 

IUIG  IIIG  UIUIB  to  ^  to  obey  JoshuaTnien  they  concluded  their 

W  Wayne  VanHom  the  response  by  uttoim  to  Joshua  the  same 

leadership  encouragement  Godhad  riven  him.  Only 
. _ 1.  ix.  r.  1 _ . _ 1 _ _ imn 


generation.  Good  leadership  results  in  pro-  week’s  lesson  outline, 
duedve  lives  and  enduring  results.  Poor  1.  Rely  on  God’s  Promise 

leadership  is  characterized  hy  squandered  (Josh.  i:i-5a) 

opportunities,  wasted  time,  malfeasance,  God  approached  Joshua  about  being  a 
misappropriation  of  funds,  and  dehrimen-  leader  because  Moses,  His  ‘savant,’  had 
tal  results  to  those  who  are  being  led.  On  died  (1:1-2).  All  true  leadership  is  a  matter 


and  wellbeing  of  the  home  congregation  as  moves  m 
they  fulfill  the  Great  Commission.  the  direc- 

This  lesson  is  designed  to  help  adults  tkm  God 
dare  to  accept  leadership  responsibilities  desires 
in  their  churches.  The  message  is  based  for  them, 
on  God’s  calling  of  Joshua  to  take  lead-  God’s 
ership  at  the  time  of  Moses’ death  (Josh,  promises 
1:1-18:  NIV).  The  lesson  underscores  the  to  Joshua 
Lord's  promise  and  presence,  Joshua's  related  spe- 
obedience,  and  the  affirmation  he  re-  dficaDv  to 
reived  from  the  people.  taking  pos- 

In  the  local  church,  leadership  U'kes  dif-  session  of 
ferent  forms.  While  God  uses  pastors  and  the  Prom- 
staff  members.  He  also  uses  on  army  of  ised  Land  (l: 
volunteers  to  staff  key  leadership  positions  could  you  pn 


school  class  members,  and  move  them  in 
a  godly  direction.  1  mce  heard  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  tell  how  a  preschool  worker 
cradled  her  when  she  was  two  years  old 
and  sang  ‘Jesus  Loves  Me."  That  dedicated 

_ _ _ _  _  worker  had  experienced  God’s  promise  in 

a  reference  to  victory  in  leading  the  peop..  ha  own  life  and  passed  it  on  to  a  two  year 

_ _ _ _ _ „ _ into  the  Promised  Land,  not  a  guaran-  old,  who  became  a  Sunday  school  teacher 

role.  The  Lord  told  Joshua,  "1  will  be  tee  of  financial  opulence.  Joshua  obeyed!  when  she  reached  adulthood.  That's  leader- 
you;  l  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  Through  the  people’s  officer*  he  ordered  ship  based  on  God’s  promise!  One  woman 
(1:5b,  NIV)  and  the  Lord  your  God  everyone  to  be  prepared  tc  cross  the  Jordan  took  the  leadership  dare  and  lives  were 
be  with  you  wherever  you  go’  (1:9b,  River  into  the  Promised  Land  in  three  days,  changed  forever 


m 
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Explore  the  Bible 

^  • 

with  W.  Wayne  VanHom 

“  * 

JustGoingThrough  the  Motions?  •  Malachi  1 


Lord's  Day  Morning  Again.  Assem¬ 
bly  Sned,  we  ironed  our  clothes.  Finally 
dressed,  we  grabbed  our  pop  tarts,  eating 
our  way  out  the  door.  Someone  was  ap¬ 
pointed  commanda  of  the  search  and  res¬ 
cue  mission  to  locate  AND  gather  all  our 
bibles.  Collectively  exasperated,  we  piled 
into  the  van  and  fussed  our  way  to  Sunday 
School  We  hung  a  left  on  Victory  Lane  and 


forty  words.  Short  and  sweet  Nice. 

The  parking  lot  was  filling  up  with  cars 
but  something  was  seriously  wrong  People 
were  standing  in  long  lines  at  every  entrance 
door.  All  the  doors  were  locked.  Wherein 
the  world  was  Mista  Sam?  He  always  has 
the  locks  turning  the  lights  burning  the  a/c 
churning!  About  ten  after  ten,  several  dis¬ 
gusted  folks  peeled  out  of  line,  rattled  keys 
and  Waded  tor  their  cars.  They  would  have 
glady  waited  longer  at  the  football  arena, 
out  not  here.  Hold  an!  Someone's  inside 
the  front  foyer!  Without  a  word  or  even  a 
wave,  our  pastor  turned  his  the  key  in  the 
lodk,  walked  out  the  front  door,  turned  his 
back  to  the  crowd,  dosed  and  re-locked  the 
door  and  walked  to  his  vehide.  He  placed 
both  hands  on  the  top  of  his  car,  looked 
over  his  windshield  at  the  stunned  group 


and  gave  us  his  promised  forty  words:  sharp  < 
■Next  week,  we  will  begin  our  senes  on  the  sinful 
final  book  of  the  Old  Testament.  Our  key  and  B 
theme  wffl  be  found  in  verse  ten  chapter  oontin 
one.  Please  find  the  time  to  read  those  forty  those  c 
wotds.  You  have  just  heard  mine."  belief 

Could  this  happen  at  our  churches?  is  wor 
Maybe  it  should.  ,  ,  tion  of 

Apathy.  The  "A"  at  the  beginning 
mean* 

‘without.’  ** 

The  "pa- 

ST'SJS  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  word  JM 
‘apathy"  is  O 
desperate 

station*3  When  it  is  modified  by  the  to  use 
adjective  ‘spiritual,"  it  wounds  the  heart  Mai 
of  God.  Through  the  pen  of  the  prophet  merit  | 
Malachi,  God  expresses  His  displeasure  fos  sa 
for  spiritual  apathy  in  1:10,  ‘Oh,  that  there  day's  1 
were  one  among  you  who  would  shut  the  apathe 
gates,  that  you  might  not  uselessly  kindle  dence 
fire  on  My  altar!  I  am  not  pleased  with  Ionian 
you.  says  the  Lord  of  boats,  nor  wiD  lac-  mgofl 
cept  an  offering  from  you’ (NASB).  tempi* 

The  amazing  love  of  Holy  God  stands  m  unkno 


sinful  man.  Every  generation  since  Adam 
and  Eve  has  deserved  Noah's  flood.  God 
continues  to  caD  us  to  Himself,  especially 
those  of  us  whoTaww  Him  by  faith  through 
belief  in  His  Son  Jesus.  Spiritual  apathy 
is  worse  than  ignorance  or  outright  rejec¬ 
tion  of  truth.  Many  people  struggle  with 
the  opening 

' -  verscsofMaP 

achi  where 
God  says  he 
“loved’  Jacob 
and  "hated" 
Esau.  My 
struggle  is  to 
understand 
how  in  the 
world  God 
would  choose 

to  use  ANY  of  us,  especially  me. 

Malachi  is  the  final  deputy  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  prophecy.  Fiftv-five  verses  comprise 
his  scathing  message,  as  relevant  as  to¬ 
day’s  headlines  and  as  revealing  as  today’s 
apathetic  church  membership.  Pbbcal  evi¬ 
dence  0  found  for  a  writing  date  after  Baby¬ 
lonian  exile  during  the  time  of  the  preach 
its  of  Earn  and  the  rebuilding  of  Solomon's 
temple  and  Nehemiah's  wafl.  His  identity  is 
unknown  His  name  by  definition  means 


"messenger."  Malachi  is  listed  as  cor  of  the 
twelve  “minor'’ prophets,  a  descriptor  based 
on  the  word  count  of  their  messages,  which 
were  short  in  number,  but  tall  in  truth 

Most  of  the  message  of  Malachi  re¬ 
cords  direct  quotes  from  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
Himself.  The  Lord  Almighty.  The  Lord  of 
Armies.  The  Warrior  God.  The  Lord  of  All. 
This  was  serious  business.  The  chosen  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  were  despising  file  name  and  au¬ 
thority  of  God.  Every  sin  finds  its  origin  at 
that  exact  place.  People  were  ignoring  the 
love  of  God  Priests  were  defiling  the  altars 
of  God  with  their  unacceptable  sacrifices. 
Worst  of  all.  ,  the  people  did  not  seem  to 
care.  Their  inward  attitudes  and  outward 
worship  revealed  their  true  heart  condition. 

After  speaking  these  words  of  God, 
Malachi  rode  off  into  the  agonizingly 
silent  sunsets  of  the  infer-testamental 
period.  God  gave  them  a  good  talking 
to  and  promptly  left  them  with  four 
hundred  years  to  think  about  it  God 
had  prepared  to  replace  their  unrigh¬ 
teousness  with  "SON  righteousness." 
Unblemished  sacrifices  pointed  to  the 
Christ,  the  perfect  sacrifice.  The  next 
scene  of  Jewish  history  opened  with 
a  star  over  a  Bethlehem  manger  Wel¬ 
come  to  the  book  of  Malachi  where  God 
asks  the  questions. 
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SBC  pastors  approve  African-American  at  helm 


6  of  7  SBC  pastors  with  an  opinion  agree  it  would  be 
good  to  have  an  African-American  as  SBC  president 


Strongly 

Agree 


Rights  group:  Kazakh  convicted  on  concocted  evidence 
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